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Miracles 


In his book, Miracles, C. S. Lewis writes: 
‘The central miracle asserted by Christians is 


the Incarnation. They say that God became . 


Man. Every other miracle prepares for this, 
or exhibits this, or results from this.” 


Many years ago the attacks upon the super- 
natural and the miraculous largely had their 
sources outside the Church. Today it is from 
within the visible Church that these attacks 
generally originate—and oh so pious and plaus- 
able they often sound! 


Let us face the fact: the miraculous and su- 
pernatural lie at the very heart of the Christian 
faith. Eliminate them and there is no Christi- 
anity. 


This is neither credulity nor superstition but 
rather a recognition of the nature of God and 
of His invasion into human history. 


Try to explain Christianity in naturalistic 
and humanistic terms and you may have a form 
of religion but it is not the Christian religion. 
For the condition of man and that which God 
has done for man requires a supernatural inter- 
vention on the part of God and a miraculous 
change in man himself, both of which defy ex- 
planation aside from the fact of God Himself. 


Although man has discovered some of the 
marvels which God has created, that which he 
knows is infinitesimally small compared with 
the whole sum of truth. That he should strut 
across the pages of history—strutting in our 
day as never before—is but tragic evidence of 
his estrangement from God. For when he learns 
something of what God has done, and then 
fails to honor God in His own universe he is 
guilty of blasphemy. 


Paul, in writing to the Romans, says: “For 
the invisible things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
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_ the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead; so that they are without excuse”. 


(Rom. 1:20) 


Centuries ago Abraham was confronted with 


an utterly impossible (humanly speaking) situa- 


tion. And yet we are told that he, “staggered 
not at the promise of God through unbelief; but 
was strong in faith, giving glory to God.” (Rom. 
4:20) 


God always honors the faith of. those who 


believe Him. It is lack of faith and accompany- 


ing disobedience which has been man’s down- 
fall in every generation. 


That these truths in the spiritual realm are 
closed to the minds of the unregenerate is ob- 
vious: “But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolish- 
ness to him: netther can he know them, because 


they are spiritually discerned”. (1 Cor. 2:14) Ie. 


takes an act of faith, a work of the Holy Spirit, 


to enable us to see and believe the deep and — 


abiding truths of God. 


Realizing the peril of a humanistic philosophy, 
which would reduce God’s truth to man’s level, 
Paul wrote to the Christians at Colosse: “See 
to it that no one carries you off as spotl or 
makes you yourselves captive by his so-called 
philosophy and intellectualism, and vain deceit 
(idle fancies and plain nonsense) , following hu- 
man tradition—men’s ideas of the material 
(rather then the spiritual) world—just crude 
notions following the rudimentary and elemental 
teachings of the universe, and disregarding (the 
teachings of) Christ, the Messiah.” 


(Colossians 2:8—The Amplified New Testa- 
ment) 


This danger, real in Paul’s day, is far more 
real today. Writing in the same vein to his 
spiritual son, Timothy, Paul says: “O Timothy, 
guard most carefully your divine commuisston. 
Avoid the godless mixture of contradictory no- 
tions which 1s falsely known as “knowledge’— 
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some have followed it and lost their faith.” (I 
Tim. 6:20-21,—Phillips) 


On every hand today there are those who 
would reduce the divine to the human level, 
the supernatural to the natural, the miraculous 
to the mundane, and in so doing offer an af- 
front to God and close the door of salvation to 
their own souls. 


The miraculous in relationship to Jesus Christ 
is both natural and inevitable. How right is 
Cc. S. Lewis in saying that the central miracle 
is the Incarnation and that from this stupendous 
fact, which no man can fathom, is to be found 
the preparation for, an exhibition of or the re- 
sult of all miracles. 


One wonders why some who deny the miracu- 
lous do not realize how silly their arguments 
are. Sometime ago one such was “explaining”’ 
the healing of the demoniac of Gadara. He 
said that while Jesus was talking with him he 
was “suddenly released from his psychosis’. But 
what about the hogs? What kind of a “psychosis” 
did two thousand pigs develop which drove 
them blindly over a cliff, to be destroyed in 
the sea? 


Far better to recognize the reality of sin, the 
awful fact of Satan as a malignant being and 
his myriads of agents working in the hearts of 
men today and turn to the One who alone can 
cleanse, forgive and heal. 


Bound up in the Christian faith in bonds 
which can never be dissolved are miracu- 
lous events and supernatural truths which com- 
prise the very heart of the Gospel message. 


It takes the miracle of God’s redeeming grace; 
the blood of His Son shed on the Cross of 
Calvary, and that strange act of human faith 
which is itself a work of the Holy Spirit, to 
change a lost sinner into a redeemed saint. 


Thank God for miracles! 
—lI. N. B. 


Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit 


The Bible makes a clear distinction between 
gifts bestowed by the Holy Spirit and the fruits 
of the indwelling Spirit in the hearts and lives 
of believers. 


In gifts, Christians are obviously different. 
In fruitful evidence of the indwelling Spirit 
there should be a marked similarity in the lives 
of all believers. That this is not true is our 
fault, not God’s. 


God endows men with particular gifts accord- 
ing to His sovereign will. They are gifts for 
which man himself can take no credit but for 


the use of which God will hold him responsible. 


They are to be used for the glory of God and 
not for personal advantage. 


In like manner the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
reflect the glory of God in the lives of His 


children. Because of them men see our good 


works and glorify our Father who is in Heaven. 


Paul, writing to the Christians in Corinth, 
makes it clear that proceeding from the same 
Holy Spirit one Christian may exhibit the par- 
ticular gift of wisdom, another of knowledge, 
yet another will have unusual faith. Again 
some may have the power to heal, others pro- 
phetic understanding, or particular spiritual 
insight, or some other special gift. 


Nor do ministers of the Gospel have the 
same gifts. Some are endowed for teaching, 
others for preaching, others have the special 
gift of evangelism. 


Using the human body as an. illustration Paul 
shows how we who comprise the body of Christ 
have different gifts that we all may work to- 
gether for God’s glory and honor and for the 
advancement of His Kingdom. 


While the gifts of the Spirit differ with the 
individual Christian, the fruzts of the Spirit 
should be identical in the lives of all who trust 
in Him—love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. 


Receiving these gifts and these fruits from 


the One Who redeems and transforms us for 


Himself, there is no room for pride or for boast- 
ing. Nor is there room for judging the gifts of 
others. It is to God that every man is respon- 
sible and it is He who will hold us accountable. 


With what gift, or gifts has God endowed 
you? In what way are you particularly fitted to 
serve Him? This is not a matter of immediate 
fulfillment, but of taking and using and grow- 
ing in use of God’s specific gift for us. 


While our gifts from His sovereign hand are 
many in kind and usage, the fruits of that 
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same Holy Spirit must show forth in our lives 
if we are to honor and glorify Him. The in- 
fluence of many a “gifted” Christian has been 
neutralized by pride, a lack of self control or 
other evidence of the “old man” within. Nor 
can a boastful orthodoxy atone for a loveless 
spirit. Unquestionably the impact of Chris- 
tianity would be greater in the world if we who 
are Cheietians would only act towards others as 
Christ would have us to do. 


Our gifts may be few but God expects us to 
use them. 


The fruits of the indwelling Spirit are clearly 
defined—do we show them? 
| —L. N. B. 


Building a New World 


“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts’. Zechariah 4:6. 


Men are always trying to build a tower that 
will reach unto heaven. They like to boast 
about what man can do. (Right now they are 
‘sy shooting at the moon.) 


Dr. Boreham says that the Tower of Babel 
was a Tower of Blunders. There were three 
‘hings wrong with their plans: (1) Their Mo- 
‘we was wrong: they wished to make themselves 
a name. (2) Their Method was wrong. In a 
geyser the water gushes up from the ground. 
It is of little use. The clouds drop down the 
water that the earth needs. Our New World 
will not be built up from earth, but will come 
down from heaven. The New Jerusalem comes 
down from God. (3) Their Materials were 
wrong: you cannot build a new world out of 
bricks and slime. So with most of the world- 
builders today: they too are trying with wrong 
motive, the wrong method and the wrong ma- 
‘erials. 


We certainly need a New World. I have 
heen interested in some of the suggestive car- 
toons of the World with its face all patched up, 
or with its “Trouble Spots” like smallpox, 
or with a fuse burning ready to blow it to bits. 


Yes, we need a new world for this one is full 


of sin and sorrow and sickness and pain. How 
will we get it? Will it come by man’s power 
or wisdom or wealth? The prophet warns us 
that it will not come this way. In Jeremiah 
9:23,24 we hear him say: ““Thus saith the Lord, 
Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, 
let not the rich man glory in his riches: But 
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and 
righteousness in the earth: for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord”. A new world will 
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never be built by war, or wisdom of man, or 
wealth of big business. 


To have a New World we must have New 
People. Only the Spirit of God can make new 
people. They will have to be born again, born 
from above. We need people who are waging 
war against sin; people who have wisdom from 


above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, and 


without partiality; people who have the Law 
of God written upon their hearts and the Law 
of Love. We need people who are rich toward 
God, who have the unsearchable riches of 
Christ: people who have put Him upon the 
throne of their hearts. When we have such peo. 
ple we will have a New World. 

—Jj. K.P. 


Noise 


“Be still and know that I am God.’’—Psalms 
46:10. 


Much wisdom, much instruction in that short 
sentence. Peculiarly applicable to us today. 


Noise is on the increase in this world, so 
much so in fact that it is hard to be still and it 
takes careful planning to have quiet and soli- 
tude even for a short time each day. 


Noise does things to us—It jangles our nerves, 
confuses our thoughts, unsettles our spirits, 
causes restlessness and sleeplessness and more 
important than these, it shuts out the quiet, 
creative thoughts of life and still more im- 
portant, it prevents us from hearing the voice—_ 
“The still, small Voice’. The voice of the 
Spirit, speaking to us through conscience does 
not scream at us, it quietly speaks and only if we 
are quiet, only if we are still, do we hear. 


Noise then is our enemy, it is an instrument 
of the devil and it is well for a Christian to 
recognize it as such. Noise and Godlessness 
follow parallel lines and we must subdue the 
one if we would remedy the other. 


The rush of business is perhaps essential, 
the radio signifies progress, conversation ex- 
presses thoughts, and the church social is an 


_ enjoyable affair—these things and others like 


them are important in our civilization but the 
voice of the Spirit will not compete with them 
for place in our lives. 


The rush of business is perhaps essential, the 
radio signifies progress, noise, be alone with 
your thoughts and God and tthe still, small 
Voice will speak to you and you can hear— 
things that you need to hear. 
—R. LeC. 
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The First Christmas Sight 


By The Rev. P. De Ruiter 
Edwards, Miss. 


_ Mary and Joseph are glad evening has come. 
These are the first moments they have been 
alone since their prophetic son has been born. 
They are eager to express their thoughts to one 
another. 


“This has been a long day Joseph. So many 
came to see us. The Shepherds worshipped, 
some wondered and others were curious. Some 
pitied and others sympathized. Let me thank 
you again for all your kindness and patient un- 
derstanding since the day of our marriage.” 


_ “My dear Mary, how could I have been other- 
wise? Graciously has our God supported me, 


I have been able to think of you these past 


months just as God has thought of you. Often 
I asked myself, how is it that I should be the 
husband of the mother of my Lord? Blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed am I to be 
joined to thee! Mary, I too felt we were pitied 
in our inconvenient circumstance of having to 
find shelter in this lowly place where the ani- 
mals are kept. But it is not our fault, nor that 
of Caesar Augustus. God caused him to issue 
the decree, that all might be in accord with 
prophecy. I am grateful to you for perfectly 
forgiving my wrong of doubt and suspicion at 
the first, when you were espoused to me and 
found with child. I could not understand for 
I loved you truly. I was overwhelmed with dis- 
appointment and confusion until God blessed 
me with a true revelation of His glorious pur- 
pose.” 


“I praise you justly. Joseph you did not need 
to be forgiven. You have been more than a 
husband to me. In my thought today I have re- 
lived the past months: the occasion when the 
Angel Gabriel first visited me; the days I spent, 
in the hill country with my cousin Elisabeth 
whose son John is now six months old; the 
months that you and I have lived together with 
this wonderful divine secret in our hearts. God 
enabled me never to doubt the Angel’s promise, 
but not until today did his wonderful announce- 
ment seem actually real to me. Even last night 
when we arrived here I wondered why, if the 
child is to be the Saviour of the world, the 
decree should be issued at such an inconvenient 
time; why there should not be room in the Inn; 
why the Keeper should be indifferent and the 
guests so selfish. I wondered how a city could 
so soon forget those who belong to it. I won- 
dered why God did not ordain better circum- 
stances. Oh Joseph, I must confess I had a feel- 
ing of being forsaken, when I realized that this 
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was to be the birthplace of the Saviour. But 
now I believe these are the circumstances or- 
dained of God”’. 


“Our thoughts have been so much alike Mary, 
they must be of common origin. God has ap- 
pointed this place. While your son is the Son 
of the Highest, he is to be the Saviour of sinful 
men. What other circumstances could be better 
suited, than our humility and poverty, and this 
lowly public place? If he is to save sinners, he 
must join us in all our lot. I too was disap- 
pointed with the lack of sympathy today. Never- 
theless | was thankful there was no evidence of 
antipathy. “There might have been, as I feel 
there will be, on the part of those who are at 
enmity with God. O blessed Saviour Son, all 
decrees are of Thy Father, timely and _ best. 
Henceforth because of Thee, Innkeepers and 
guests will not hesitate to sacrifice and provide 
for helpless infants and their mothers; Thou 
art the evidence of goodwill toward men, and 
will be the restorer of goodwill among men”. 


“Joseph, let us try to recall all the lowly 
shepherds told us early this morning. While 
they were tending their flocks of sacrificial 
sheep, suddenly the Angel of the Lord amazed 
them saying, ‘Fear not, for unto you is born 
this day in the City of David a Saviour which 
is Christ the Lord’. Then they heard a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God and 
singing, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will to men’. I shall never 
forget those words so full of meaning”. 


“I believe Mary, that God honored the faith 
of the shepherds. They readily believed the 
heavenly sight and message, and came with 
haste to see this thing which has come to pass, 
which the Lord first made known unto us. The 
shepherds helped me to worship the child as 
they humbly kneeled and worshipped him. How 
reluctant they were to depart! Yet how joyfully 
they returned over the hills to their flocks 
praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen. They were convinced that the cov- 
enant God of their fathers is the God of all the 
earth. Mary, many who came to Bethlehem are 
preparing to leave. ‘Tomorrow we shall find a 
better place to abide, for the days we must wait 
before presenting your firstborn child to the 
Lord in the temple. Then, the Lord willing, 
we shall return to Nazareth. Let us covenant 
together to pray for all who shall hear of the 
coming of the Saviour. Let us pray that they 
may believe unto salvation and like the shep- 
herds, make known the truth concerning the 
child: that his name is Jesus and that he will 
save his people from their sins. Now you must ~ 
rest. I shall watch beside the Holy child. Re- 
member the Lord’s promise, ‘He giveth his be- 
loved sleep’. Good night, Mary”. 


“Good night, Joseph”. 
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Supreme Book When Preaching” 


By Frederick Curtis Fowler, D.D., Pastor 
The First Presbyterian Church 
Duluth, Minnesota 


When Sir Walter Scott lay dying, he asked 
his son-in-law to read to him out of the Book. 
When Lockhart asked, ‘““What book?’ Sir Wal- 
ter replied, ““There is only one Book, the Bible.” 
The Bible is indeed the marvel of the ages. It 
has withstood the ferocious and incessant attacks 
of the centuries and still it marches on—unsul- 
lied and unscathed, unchanged and unchange- 
able, triumphant and sublime, calling men to 
a higher, a nobler, an eternal life. 


What a wonderful Book the minister has 
for his use when preaching! And yet there are 
many who fail to use it as they should. A 
chairman of a committee seeking a minister 
lately said to me, “We want a man who knows 
the Bible and preaches from it.” People seem 
to be longing to hear more of God’s Word. And 
ministers are beginning to recognize that fact. 
It should be so. “When I was young,” said 
Luther, I dealt largely in allegories and tropes 
and a quantity of idle craft; but now I have 
let all that slip, and my best craft is to give the 
‘Scripture, with its clear meaning; for the plain 
“meaning is learning and life.” 


Phillips Brooks in his, “Lectures on Preach- 
ing,” delivered at Yale, emphasizes that topical 
“discussion may be interesting but grows un- 
‘satisfactory because “it does not fasten itself to 
-the authority of Scripture . . . is apt to send 
people away with a feeling that they have heard 
him more than they have heard God.” 


When a man becomes a true Christian, the 
Bible takes a different aspect from that which 
it formerly possessed. It now becomes his 
treasure-house. It reveals to him wonders and 
glories untold. He loves his Bible. If the Bible 
is not treasured, if the Bible is not read, if the 
Bible is not searched, if the Bible is not studied 
—you may depend upon it that that Christian 
is not growing and that the full glory of salva- 
tion has not dawned upon his soul. 


Thomas Chalmers replied to a lay friend who 
had remarked that he never found him at his 
studies, “Oh, an hour or two on Saturday eve- 
ning is quite enough for that.” Eight years 
of ministry and then the full light of God broke 
upon his soul! After the change of heart in 
Chalmers, the same friend often found him 
pouring over the open pages of God’s Word. 
“I never come in now, sir, but I find you aye 
at your Bible.” “All too little, John, all too 
little!” 
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Like Chalmers, Knox found the words of 
Jeremiah to be true, “Is not my word like as 
fire, saith the Lord; and like a hammer that 
breaketh the rocks in_ pieces?” Their hearts 
burned within them as He talked with them 
along the way through the Book. Andrew 
Blackwood puts it, “The Bible should ever be 
our supreme Book about preaching, and the 
Holy Spirit should be our Teacher.” | 


It Reveals God 


It should be our supreme Book when preach- 
ing because it reveals God to us. From before 
the foundation of the world, God loved those 
who are His own. If God had not written, who 
would know of that love which provides, lifts, 
elevates, and sets us in high places? The out- 
cast, the prisoner, the lonely of heart, the 
serviceman, the homeless, the refugee, the sick, 
the spiritually tormented, all, all would reach 
out for love and grasp vacancy if God had not 


written. 


~The Bible shows God in all His might and 
holiness but it brings the comforting message 
that He has not left man to a hopeless search 
but Himself seeks out man to bless and save. 
Only in the Bible do we learn that ‘the Son 
of Man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” 


In the Bible are answered the questions that 
have probed the depths of man’s soul from the 
beginning of time: “O that I knew where I 
might find Him!” cried Job. ‘“Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way?” asked the 
Psalmist. “How can we know the way?” ques- 
tioned Thomas. “What must I do to be saved?” 
sought the jailor and the rich young ruler. 
“Which is the great commandment?” queried 
a lawyer. ‘““What think ye of Christ?” the Phari- 
sees were challenged. ‘What shall be the sign 
of Thy coming?” begged the Apostles. “What 
must we do that we might work the works of 
God?” then said they unto Him. Here, here 
in the blessed Book of books are the answers 
given for all time and eternity. Nature thun- 
ders and reveals a God above us. ‘The law 
strikes and reveals a God against us. But thanks 
be unto God, He has left us the Holy Scriptures 
which reveal that He loves us and may be 
with us. 


Michael Faraday was a great scientist and a 
devout Christian. A friend found him one day 
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in his study, arms crossed over his Bible and | 


tears streaming down his face. In alarm the 
friend asked, “Dr. Faraday, what’s the matter? 
—are you ill?” This great, wise, and good man 
answered, “Oh, no! But why, oh, why will men 
and women go astray when they have a Book 
like this to guide them?” Let us make more 
use of it for it does reveal God in all His might 
and tenderness. | 


It Supplies Every Need 
The Bible should be our supreme Book when 


_ preaching for it supplies every need of man. 


Wherever man looks there is evidence that 
he is lost, — a condemned sinner. The hope- 
lessness of his condition is seen in the great 
conflict of forces which today engulfs the world. 
Man feels he is condemned and so there arise 
different ‘isms’ to meet the need for a Saviour. 
False ways are offered by Communism, by 
humanism, and many others. But only on the 
level of righteousness can man be at peace. And 
how can one be made righteous? Only through 
Him Who is revealed in the Bible, is the need 
supplied. 


In the Bible is a message for everyone. What 
is your need this very hour? “The Holy Spirit 
shall teach you all things.” Turn to the Word. 


Only so will the ebb-tide of our lives turn and — 


the fresh currents of spiritual power sweep 
into the little stagnant pools and lift the ships 
of our endeavor forward and on and on! When 
God’s life becomes our life, then is life abund- 
ant! | 


The Bible shows us ourselves, lost to God. 
It shows us the Lord Jesus Christ, come to 
save the lost. It then tells us how we may be 
saved and shows us how to live for Him, our 


duty. It imparts joy. It inspires hope. It satis- 


fies desire. It makes wise. “The entrance of 
Thy Word giveth light; it giveth understanding 
to the simple.”’ Ask Peter. Ask John. Ask Paul 
who cried, “O wretched man that J am! Who 
shall deliver me?” Out of darkness came light 
and life. What is the difference between At- 
lanta and Moscow, Toronto and Beirut, Den- 
ver and Rome, Seattle and Tokyo? There is 
no difference save that which the Bible makes. 
Because of the Book, America has become what 
it is and America will cease to be what it is 
when her people no longer look to the Book 
for guidance and for wisdom. 


“The Bible is a book in comparison with 


which all others in my eyes are of minor im- 
portance, and in all my perplexities and dis- 


tresses has never failed to give me strength,” | 


said General Robert E. Lee. Or consider what 
another great crusader has said, “Take away 
the Bible, and our warfare with oppression, and 
infidelity, and intemperance, and impurity is 
removed — we have no authority to speak and 
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no courage to act.’”’ Woodrow Wilson put it 
in this manner, “Give the Bible to the people, 
unadulterated, pure, unaltered, unexplained, 
uncheapened, and then see it work its whole- 
some work through the whole nature. It is 
very difficult indeed for a man or for a boy 
who knows the Scriptures ever to get away from 
it. It follows him like the memory of his 
mother. It haunts him like an old song. It 
reminds him like the word of an old and revered 
teacher. It forms a part of the warp and woof 
of his life.” 


A poor old woman was confronted by a 
modern agnostic, and asked, “What are you 
reading?” “I am reading the Word of God,” 
she replied. “The Word of God? Who told 
you that?” “He told me so Himself.” “Told 
you so? Why, how can you prove that?” Look- 
ing skyward, the dear old soul said, “Can you 
prove to me that there is a sun up in the 
sky?” “Why, of course; the best proof is that 
it warms me, and I can see its light.” “That’s 
it!” was her joyous reply, “The best proof that 
this Book is the Word of God is that it warms 
and lights my soul.” 


She was right. It satisfies the simple-minded 
and yet it entrances the sage. Those who know 
it best love it most. “How sweet are Thy words 
unto my taste,” sang the Psalmist. For many, © 
as Spurgeon has stated, the dust on it is “so 
deep that you can write ‘damnation’ with your 
finger.” Read the Book! Use it! It is more 
to be desired ‘“‘than much fine gold”! For where 
the Bible is banned, education has floundered, 
as in Roman Catholic South America, and free- 
dom has been eclipsed, as in Communist Russia. 


It Provides a Sure Foundation 


The Bible should be our supreme Book when 
preaching for it provides us with a sure founda- 
tion. “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; 
but the Word of our God shall stand forever.” 
Today man is tiring of his inefficiency, his 
helplessness, his weakness, his inability — or 
at least, he should be, and he ought also to 
be ashamed of it in the light of “the mess he 
is in” and for which he is responsible. He 
needs that on which he can depend, something 
that does not change with time, a bulwark un- 
moveable. And this God’s Word provides. It 
is a rock upon which men have builded, a 
hand which men have grasped in time of peril 
and perplexity, an assurance that has been put 
to the severest test. 


Men still try but continually fail to halt 
the unbroken march of triumph for the integrity 
of our traditional canon. “The uniform testi- 
monies of the Church through the ages rebuke 
them,” Archibald Hodge wrote. The Bible 
claims to be the Word of God and is the Word 
of God. It demands implicit credence and 
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obedience ot every reader. It cries out, “Believe 
on peril of your soul’s life.” It does not point 
to evidence. It does not plead at the bar of 
human reason. It simply states: “I, God, have 
written”; “So shall MY word be...”; “Hath 
not God said?”; “All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God” (i.e., it is ‘God-breathed’) ; 
“For prophecy came not in old times by the 
will of man but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” An 
external evidence such as, for example, the his- 
tory of the Jew, has abundantly backed this 
claim which the Bible makes for itself. It is 
the final authority, the infallible truth—the 
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 


Today, so-called Christian leaders are trying 
to make the Bible appear to be what it is not. 
If the Bible only “contains” the Word of God, 
or “becomes it,” then we are left to the variable 
and unstable instruments of “higher criticism,” 
“confrontation,” “experience,” and “Christian 
consciousness” for determining what God’s Word 
is and, with these, infallibility, final authority, 
vanishes. This is an impossible position for in 
it assurances of life eternal would be gone, and 
joy, peace, hope would be figments of the 
imagination. But the Church has always held, 
and true Christian hearts know, that the Scrip- 
tures are the Word of God, endorsed by Him 
to be such and, therefore, “in every part and 
in every word (of the original autographs) 
absolutely inerrant and of absolute divine au- 
thority.” The object, as H. B. Smith long ago 
put it, is “the communication of the truth in 
an infallible manner, so that when rightfully 
interpreted, no error is conveyed.” The Bible 
is the written Word and Christ is the living 
Word. Both are supernatural as to origin. Both 
are a blend of the human and divine. And both 
transform. 


Many years ago a student who was filled with 
doubt walked across the Yale campus. “The 
Bible is a myth,” he thought, “it cannot really 
be judged scientifically.” He was on his way 
to the chemistry laboratory. There he performed 
the experiments exactly according to formula 
and directions and he secured the predicted 
reaction. “T’ll do the same with the Bible,” 
he resolved. 


He took the text book. It condemned sin. 
He put out of his life every kind of known 
sin. It commended prayer. He prayed. It com- 
mended public worship. He went to Church. 
It commended service for Christ. He offered 
his service as a teacher of boys. The reactions 
came. His faith grew. And Horace Bushnell 
went out from Yale not to become a lawyer as 
he had expected but to become one of the great 
preachers of his day. 


God’s Word listened unto and obeyed is 
indeed the supreme Book to be used in preach- 
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ing. It reveals God, supplies every need, and 
provides a sure foundation upon which to build. 
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto 
a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day star arise in your hearts.” To neglect the 
Bible is to invite leanness of soul. Times do 
come when eyes are holden and one does not 
see Him. Open the Book and read and behold! 
The vision is glorious! It is in faithful and 
habitual reading of the Book that one keeps 
an unbroken friendship and fellowship with 
Christ. To neglect the Bible is to satisfy demons. 
People have itching ears, ready to listen to a 
discussion of “the times” - social relations, 
economics, politics, et cetera, et cetera. The 
preaching of foolishness is not the same as 
the foolishness of preaching which is “the power 
of God unto salvation.” To neglect the Bible 
is to forsake the chart which is the guide for 
our course. We are under bonds to. “Preach 
the Word!” 


_ J have entered the sick room of a true believer 
and seen the face writhed in agony. What is 
there that I might do or say that would relieve 
the pain, soothe the brow, comfort the heart? 
Should I try to tell that person about the 
political conditions of the day, no relief is seen. 
Should I tell her of another who is suffering, 
no relief is seen. Should I attempt to philoso- 
phize on suffering and tell of the lessons learned 
by those who have passed through the fire, no 


relief is seen. Should TI tell of the bright and 


happy sayings or acts in the world outside that 
room, no relief is seen. But let me mention 
the name of Jesus and talk of Him and im- 
mediately the face brightens and you can feel 
the heart reach out and cry, “More.” “For 
unto them which believe He is precious.” ‘Then 
let me support what I say about Him with 
statements from Scripture and relief and as- 
surance are seen. “How sweet are Thy words 
unto my taste!” “Thy testimonies are won- 
derfull” 


T have heard true believers express disap- 
pointment as they came away from a worship 
hour at which some reputedly great divine had 
spoken. Why? Because he had not mentioned 
Him Who was precious nor supported his | 
statements with God’s Word which is their de- 
light. I have heard true believers say, “Did not 
our hearts burn within us?” as they came away 
from a worship service where a simple but sin- 
cere soul had opened unto them the Word and 
told them of Him Who was precious. 


Ail week long people have been listening to 
what man says. On the Lord’s Day they want 
to hear what God says ‘“‘which things also we 
speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 


(Continued on Page 14) 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


} 
4 
ik ; 
a 
4 
‘ 
i 
4 
me, 
“om 


Give generously 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


through your 


GIFT 


Relatively speaking, old age needs but little, but it needs 


1957 JOY GIFT that little—so very much. Today, with living costs still 
went to high, older people—trying to live on financial plans made 
yesterday—can scarcely make ends meet. In our General 
197 Dinisters _ Assembly there are many retired and disabled ministers 
381 Widows and/or their dependents who are in this difficult position. 
They need your help, which can make the difference be- 

17 Orphans tween want and enough next year. 


ey BOARD or ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 


341-C Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


611 
Charles J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 4 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Calls Forth Faith 


Background Scripture: Mark 9:2-29; Matthew 17:14-18 


Devotional Reading: Romans 10:8-17 


“The word of faith which we preach”, says Paul in Romans 10:8, “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, (R.V. Jesus as the Lord) and shall believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 


and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 


For the scripture saith, whosoever believeth 


on him shall not be ashamed”. Our salvation is by grace through faith. Faith may be compared to 


the hand that takes the gift which God has for 
us. We can refuse to take what God offers so 
freely, for whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. In order to call on 
Him one must believe, believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). Unbelief is the sin 
which shuts the door into the Kingdom of 
God: we see that they could not enter in be- 
cause of unbelief. With men, unbelief is clas- 
sified as a rather light sin, if a sin atall, and 
it is somewhat fashionable to be skeptical and 
to boast of our doubts. With God, the sin of 
unbelief is the greatest of all sins, an inexcusable 
sin (see Romans 1:20), for God has revealed 
Himself clearly in His great book of nature. 
He has revealed Himself more fully in the 
Scriptures and we are to preach this gospel 
in all the world, for faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God (Christ) . 


In our Scripture today we have (1) A moun- 
tain top experience, as a sort of tonic for their 
faith, (2) In the valley, a testing of faith, 
and (3) In our own hearts, lack of faith. 


1. On the Mountain: A tonic for their faith: 
Mark 9:2-13. 


In verse one of chapter 9 Jesus had promised 
that there were some of them which shall not 
taste of death till they have seen the Kingdom 
of God come with power. In His Transfigura- 
tion Peter, James and John saw Him in a trans- 
figured form, not as a man, but as the beloved 
Son of God in the glory which belonged to 
Him. This may be a partial fulfillment at 
least of this promise. All these years of His 
humiliation His heavenly glory had been veiled 
in human flesh, but here on the mount they 
see Him in His glory, and “were eyewitnesses 
of his majesty” as Peter tells us in II Peter 
1:6-18. Peter had already made his confession 
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of faith, but this experience was a tonic for 
the faith of these three disciples, the “Inner 
Circle”, so to speak. 


Luke tells that it was “as he prayed, the 
fashion of his countenance was altered, as his 
raiment was white and glistering”’. “Two men, 
Moses and Elias appeared and talked with Jesus 
about his decease which he should accomplish 
at Jerusalem. This was a wonderful subject, 
something which angels desire to look into. 
“But Peter and they that were with him were 
heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, 
thev saw his glory, and the two men that were 
with him” (Luke 9:32). Peter, impulsive as 
usual, said, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here: 
and let us make three tabernacles, one for 
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: 
not knowing what he said”. Then came the 
voice out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is my be- 
loved Son: hear him. And when the voice was 
past, Jesus was found alone. As they came from 
the mountain, he charged them that they should 
tell no man what things they had seen, till 
the Son of Man were risen from the dead. They 
questioned one with another what the rising 
from the dead should mean. These disciples 
were indeed slow of heart to understand. Would 
we have been any quicker to grasp the full 
meaning of what He said? 


They asked him, why say the scribes that 
Elias must first come? He replied that Elias 
indeed should come first, and in Matthew we 
read, That Elias is come already, and_ they 
knew him not, but have done unto him what- 
soever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son 
of Man suffer of them. Then they understood 
that he spake unto them of John the Baptist 
(whom Herod beheaded). In Malachi 4:5 we 
read, Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful 
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day of the Lord. As was usually the case the 
scribes failed to separate the two “comings” 
of the Lord, one to suffer and die for sin, the 


other to judge the world. John had come in. 


the spirit of Elijah to be the forerunner, to 
prepare the way. He was much like Elijah 


the prophet. 


II. Jn the Valley: A Test of Faith Mark 
9:14-27. 


What a scene meets their eyes! How dif- 
ferent from the one on the Mount! There 
all was serene and glorious; it was a good place 
to be, as Peter said. Here was confusion and 
distress and evil spirits; a distracted father, a 
son wallowing on the ground, a critical crowd 
of scribes, a disappointed and ashamed bunch 
of nine disciples who had just failed to cast 
out the dumb spirit. The father said, I spake 
to thy disciples that they should cast him 
out; and they could not. O faithless genera- 
tion, how long shall I be with you? how long 
shall I suffer you? bring him unto me. The 
father said, “if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. “The American 
Revised Version makes it stronger: they omit 
believe and Jesus says. “If thou canst”! quoting 
the man’s words, and says, “all things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth’. In other words, 
“it is not a question of “Tf I can”, but a ques- 
tion of, “If you can’. If thou canst believe. 


‘The answer of the father is one which I am 


afraid might often be our answer, “Lord, I 
believe, help thou mine unbelief”. How weak 
is our faith at times. But even a weak faith 
is rewarded. Jesus rebukes the foul spirit, and 
after rending the boy, it came out of him. Some 
thought the boy was dead, “But Jesus took 


him by the hand, and lifted him up; and 


he arose’. 


This scene is a picture of our distressed 
world, our “wallowing world”, full of foul 
spirits, and distracted fathers and mothers, of 
young people full of foul spirits, of a critical 
crowd of onlookers, and of a church that has 


_ often failed to meet the need of the world. 


Critics find fault with us as Christians: they 
have brought their problems to us, and we have 
not solved them. They, like the scribes rather 
gloating over our failure. We ask ourselves 
the question, why this failure on our part? We 
know we have an almighty Saviour; we per- 
haps have had some mountain top experiences, 
or we may be like the nine who had been left 
in the valley, but there has been a test of our 


faith and we were unable to meet the need. 
These same disciples had been successful, what _ 


was the matter now? Christ comes back into 
their midst and rebukes them for their lack 
of faith; O faithless generation, how long shall 
I be with you? how long shall T suffer you? 
bring him unto me. 
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published by the 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- 
tection for you, the 
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by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
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you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
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of this nature will be 
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341-B Ponce deLeon ‘tains 'N. E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 


The church seems so helpless in our modern 
world with all of its vexing problems. The 
fault is not with our Saviour. The fault is 
not with our Gospel. It is still the power of 
God unto salvation so let us examine our- 
selves and see if we cannot find the answer in 
what Jesus taught His disciples. 


III. Jn Our Hearts: Why could not we 
cast him out? Mark 9:28-29 (with some of 
balance of the chapter) Compare with the ac- 
count in Matthew 17:14-21. 


When he was come into the house, His dis- 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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Sunday School Lesson 
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ciples asked him privately, why could not we 
cast him out? I feel sure it was an humbled 
and humiliated band as they asked this im- 
portant question. ‘They had cast out evil spirits. 
Why could they not cast out this one? 


To get the full answer compare with Mat- 
thew’s account. In verse 20 of Matthew 17, 
Jesus says, Because of your unbelief, or little 
faith. Here is the explanation which suited 
their case and which has suited God’s people 
all through the ages. Israel failed to enter the 
Promised Land at Kadesh-Barnea and had to 
wander forty years in the wilderness. The church 
has often failed to enter in and take possession 
for the same reason. The church is failing to- 
day for the same reason. To see the vital 
necessity or importance of faith we only have 
to read our Bibles and church history. One 
chapter, the eleventh of Hebrews, will show 
us conclusively what faith means to God’s peo- 
ple. Then, if we study the Great Reforms and 
Great Revivals we find that they came _ be- 
cause the church began again to really believe 
and preach the Gospel. Martin Luther, John 
Wesley and D. L. Moody believed the Gospel 
they preached. Revivals and “times of refresh- 
ing’”’ come when faith comes back: we cannot 
expect them in an atmosphere of unbelief. 
Is it any wonder, then, that Jesus sought to 
call forth faith? Even He “could do no mighty 
works there because of unbelief’. Let us pray 
that the church today may be filled with a 
faith that will send her forth to meet the needs 
of the modern world and cast out the foul 
spirits that are causing our world to wallow 
on the ground. 


This brings us to the second reason that 
Jesus gave: This kind can come forth by noth- 
ing but by prayer and fasting. When God’s 
people spend much time in prayer then they 
are able to conquer. The church “travels fast- 
est when it travels on its knees’, and “Satan 
trembles when he sees, Saint or sinner on his 
knees”. Prayer and faith go together and the 
two combined can enable us to conquer the 
world and to meet the needs of men. I believe 
that the secret of the success of all great Evan- 
gelists and Reformers has been prayer. For 
instance, think of the millions of people who 
pray for the Billy Graham Crusade. Prayer is 
power and when people pray in faith the power 
of God is poured out. Remember that Pente- 
cost came after those days of prayer. 


I think, if you will read the rest of chapter 9 
you will find that there were some other things 
wrong with the disciples, but the two great 
ones were Little faith or unbelief, and Lack 
of Prayer. 
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“Our Supreme Book When Preaching” 


(Continued from Page 8) 


teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” 
God’s thoughts are not our thoughts nor His 
ways our ways. “For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts,” saith the Lord. 


May the Lord compel all of us, as Under- 
shepherds, to open the Book and preach the 
Word. As long as men suffer, as long as men 
are tempted, as long as hearts ache and arms 
reach out for sympathy — men will listen for 
the coming of His feet as they come to meet 
them on the pages of the Old Book. 


“There is a lamp whose steady light 
Guides the poor traveler in the night: 
"Tis God’s own Word! Its beaming ray 
Can turn a midnight into day. 
There is a chart whose tracings show 
The onward course when tempests blow:— 
"Tis God’s own Word! There, there is found 
Direction for the homeward bound.” 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 4, 1959 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Body Of Christ 


Scripture: I Corinthians 12:12-31 
Suggested Hymns: 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Rise Up, O Men Of God” 


(Again we are listing some Bible references 
concerning the church which you may want to 
make use of in a Bible drill. Call the references 
out one by one, and let the first person who 
finds the proper place read the verse. Be sure 
that the verses are read clearly. Matthew 16:18, 
Ephesians 5:25-27, I Corinthians 14:4, Romans 
12:4-5, Ephesians 5:30, Colossians 1:23-24, 
Ephesians 5:23, Colossians 1:18, Acts 20:28, 
Ephesians 4:11-12, Colossians 3:15, Ephesians 
4:15-16, and Ephesians 3:21.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


We are beginning the year with two programs 
of the 1959 theme. “Let The World See Christ 
Through You” are the words which should burn 
themselves into our hearts and minds all dur- 
ing this year. This is our new theme—“Let 
the world see Christ through you”. This first 
program has to do with the nature of the 
church, and helps to bridge the gap between 
this year and last year, when we had as our 
theme—““The Church Is God’s Instrument— 
Make It Strong”. 


One of the strongest figures in the New Testa- 
ment used to picture the church is the “body of 
Christ”. In the verses which were read in our 
Bible drill and in the Scripture passage from I 
Corinthians 12 this idea of the church as the 
“body of Christ” is abundantly clear. As we 
think of the church as Christ’s body and of 
ourselves as members of it, we are helped to 
understand what we can do to make it stronger 
and how we can let the world see Christ 
through us. 


First Speaker: 


When we speak of the church as the “body 
of Christ” we must remember that it is a body 
which is alive. Sometimes we tend to think 
of the church as a very efficient organization 

. something like a smoothly operating busi- 
ness establishment. The church is not an or- 
ganization but an organism. It has life in it, 
and Christ is that life. Christ is in His church. 
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He lives in the hearts of the members of the 
church, so the church is alive just as surely as 
Christ is alive. This is what Paul meant when 
he wrote, “I am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20. 


Christ does not want men to depict His 
body in statues of stone, which can be only 
products of the imagination at the very best. 
The only monument He desires is the one 
which He has established, that is, His living 
body, the church. 


Second Speaker: 


It is normal for a living body to be an active 
body. It surely ought to be so with the church 
which is the “body of Christ”. A paralyzed 
body may still have life in it, but it is not 
normal, and it is not useful. Sometimes it 
seems that the “body of Christ’ is paralyzed. 
This is not due to any fault of the life which 
Christ gives to the church, but to the inactivity 
of the members of the church. 


If you put your right arm in a plaster cast, 
even though it may be perfectly well and strong, 
after weeks and months of inactivity it will 
lose its strength, and after awhile it will be- 
come paralyzed. This is the paralysis of in- 
activity. There are many church members who 
are affected by the same kind of paralysis. 
Christ gave them newness of life, but through 
their refusal to work for Him and to exercise 
their spiritual muscles, they have lost their 
spiritual strength. Next week, and all through 
the year, we shall be considering some of our 
opportunities for spiritual exercise . . . some 
of the things the church and its members 
should be doing . . . some of the ways we can 
be letting the world see Christ through our 
lives. 


Third Speaker: 


If Christ is the life of the church, He is also 
the leader of the church. The Bible says, 
“Christ is the head of the church”, which is 
His body. The members of the church, then, 
are to follow Him and take their orders from 
Him, even as our own heads direct the actions 
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and functions of the various members of our 
bodies. Christ is the church’s intelligence and 
its supreme authority. 


As the head of the church, Christ is its 
unifier. It is very popular to stress the need 
for unity within the church throughout the 
world. To this end we strive for agreements, 
consolidations, and cooperative endeavors. The 
best way to real spiritual unity is not so much 
a matter of working together with one another, 
but of renewed dedication to Christ. ‘The body 
is unified by loyalty to its head. A fine athlete 
can move with such grace and precision and 
power because all of his muscles are strictly 
obedient to his brain. Let all of us who are 
members of the church, which is Christ’s body, 
be just as obedient to Him who is our Head. 


I read with interest your reply to an anonymous 
letter published in the November 26, 1958 issue 
of THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. 
I believe that there are several points that should 
be given consideration from the standpoint of 
the historic Reformed Faith. 


What does God predetermine? If he does not 
predetermine the date of our death, how can 
we be sure He predetermines anything? Is fore- 
knowledge acceptable or reasonable, and fore- 
ordination not? Should we not consider by what 
cause, other than omniscience, God foreknows the 
effect? And according to what whim of God 
are some effects predetermined and others not? 


It appears that your emphasis is on “‘permissive’”’ 
rather than on “will”, and this should not be 
the case unless permissive is properly defined to 
include God’s foreordination. The context seems 
to allow one to properly infer that “permissive’”’ 
excludes foreordination, and only includes fore- 
knowledge. Are not all things foreordained as 
well as foreknown? 


Does the historic Reformed Faith, especially as 
outlined in the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and the Larger and Shorter Catechism, confess 
foreknowledge without predetermination, and per- 
missive will without foreordination? I think not. 


Best regards, 
R. C. Johnson 
Marietta, Ga. 


I have just read your reply to a reader’s letter 
(name withheld) which appeared in the November 
26 issue of the Journal. You have answered the 
letter well. I just want to commend you for your 
tactful manner and clarity of statement. You do 
a genuine service for your readers when you 
write in so helpful a way. Please let me thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 
John A. Kirstein 
Fern Creek, Ky. 


I want to thank you for the help that you have 
been to me personally. I have read several of 


PAGE 16 


the books which were sent out through the S.P.J_, 
and they have done much to give me security in 
the great doctrines of historic Christianity. Since 
I realize that it is so often those who criticize who 
take time to write to you, may I say that I fee] 
that time will show that you have actually been 
among the top few leaders of Christianity in the 
20th Century through your courageous witness 
and work in Christianity Today and in the S.P.J. 
May God continue to bless you in your service to 
our Lord and Saviour. 

Sincerely yours, 

Minister, Tenn. 


Church N ews 


Lane G. Adams and Clayton Bell 
ALABAMA 


Camden — A week of Special Services was held 
at the Camden Presbyterian Church, Camden, Ala- 
bama, October 26th through October 31st. The 
Reverend Lane G. Adams, Pastor of the Key Bis- 
cayne Presbyterian Church, Miami, Florida, was 
the guest minister. 


On the night of his arrival, a Pot-Luck Supper 
at the Manse was enjoyed by the Young Adults in 
the Camden Church. Mr. Adams’ informal talk 
that night was an excellent introduction to the 
forth-coming week’s services. 


Mr. Adams’ outstanding sermons and the special 
music presented by Mr. Adams and the Reverend 
Clayton Bell, Pastor of the Camden church, drew 
capacity crowds each night. Tuesday morning, Mr. 
Adams was speaker in a chapel program at the 
Wilcox County Consolidated School. That evening 
his message was delivered to teen-agers, at which 
time he told what Christ had done in his life. Mr. 
Adams was formerly a night-club entertainer, 
fighter pilot, and business man, before God called 
him into the ministry. 
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On Thursday evening, before the worship service, — 


a Family Night Supper for all members of the 
church was held in the educational building. 


The impact of Mr. Adams’ dynamic personality 
was felt by all who were privileged to meet him, 
and his intense dedication to the Lord Jesus 
Christ served as an inspiration to the entire com- 


munity. 


Stillman College Receives Full Membership 
in Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools 


Stillrnan College was admitted to full member- 
ship in the Southern Association of Colleges and 


Secondary Schools by an action of that asso- 


ciation on December 4 at a meeting in Louisville, 
Ky. Only those colleges which are able to meet 
the rigid requirements set by the association were 
admitted. 


Stillman became a senior college in 1949 and 
awarded its first degrees in 1951. In 1953 Still- 
man was put on the “approved list’? by the 
Southern Association, which was the only ac- 
creditation which any Negro colleges were given 
at that time. Last year, for the first time, 15 
Negro senior colleges were admitted as full mem- 
bers of the Southern Association, including two 
Alabama colleges: Talladega and Tuskegee. 


In the ten years since Dr. Samuel Burney Hay 
has been president, Stillman has grown from a 
junior college with an enrollment of 178 and a 
faculty of 16 to a fully accredited senior college 


with an enrollment of 440 and 27 full-time faculty 


members. 


Other Negro colleges admitted to full member- 
ship in the Southern Association by the action 
of December 4 are: Tennessee A. and I. Uni- 
versity, Barber Scotia, Dillard, Houston-Tilllotson, 


Johnson C. Smith, Morris Brown, Southern Uni- — 


versity, Spelman College, Texas Southern Univer- 
sity, Virginia Union, Zavier University, Texas 
Prairie, and Kentucky State. 


World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1958 
Budget to date 2,755,505.83 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1958 60.82% 
Balance needed for 1958 1,774,494.17 


The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 


Jan. 16 - Nov. 29, 1958 
The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1958 $1,120,151.00 
Receipts to date 464,806.73 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 41.5% 
Balance needed for the year $655,344.27 
The Interchurch Agencies 

Budget for 1958 $28,314.00 
Receipts to date 14,019.11 


Percentage of annual 3 
budget received to date 49.5% 
Balance needed for the year $14,294.89 
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$4,530,000.00 


Church Extension 
Report of November, 1958 


Budget for 1958 1,965,965.00 
Receipts to date 788,484.73 
Percentage of Annual Budget 40.% 
Balance needed for year 1,177,480.27 


The Reverend Oscar Gardner Memorial 


The Board of Trustees of Goodland Indian Or- 
phanage in regular meeting on October 7, 1958, 
takes note of the death of the Reverend Oscar 
Gardner, who, for many years, served so faithfully 
as Superintendent of the orphanage. 


Those years of service were marked with his 
abounding energy, inimitable humor, unfailing de- 
votion to duty and responsibility and extensive 
spreading of interest in and substantial physical 
development of the orphanage. 


On August 30, 1957, the Board of Trustees 
adopted a resolution accepting his resignation as 
Superintendent ‘“‘with sincere regret, with full con- 
fidence in his integrity and character, and with 
deep appreciation for his great contribution to 
Goodland Indian Orphanage and to the Synod of 
Oklahoma.” 


Reaffirming these considerations, and in further 
recognition of his significant service, the Board of 
Trustees now establishes a Memorial to the Rev- 
rend Oscar Gardner and declares its intention to 
name the next dormitory to be built at the or- 
phanage in his memory. All who are so moved 
are invited to share therein. 


The Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 


TEXAS 


Austin — Dr. W. Waldo Beach will open the Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s annual grad- 
uate session, Jan. 5. 


Professor of Christian Ethics at Duke University 
Divinity School, Dr. Beach will conduct a week 
long series of lectures and seminars in Austin for 
some 30 ministers enrolled in the master of the- 
ology degree program. 


Dr. Beach’s lectures will be primarily in the 
field of missions and evangelism. His chosen — 
is “The Protestant Christian Mission and - 
dustrial America.”’ 


A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Wesleyan Uni- 
versity, he holds both B. D. and Ph. D. degrees 
from Yale. He has taught at Duke since 1946. 
Previously he had been associate professor and 
college pastor at Antioch College in Yellow Springs, 
Ohio. He has taught during summer sessions at 
the Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston, IIL, 
and at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


Dr. Beach is a Fellow in the National Council 
on Religion in Higher Education and is on the 
editorial board of “Christianity and Crisis.” He 
has contributed many articles to religious maga- 
zines. In 1955 he published a book in collabora- 
tion with Richard Niebuhr at Yale titled Christian 
Ethics, Sources of the Living Tradition. 
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Death of 
Miss Myrtle Williamson 


ALABAMA 


Tuscaloosa, — Funeral services were held Fri- 
day November 28, in Birthright Auditorium at 
Stillman College for Miss Myrtle Williamson who 
had been a member of the Faculty there for the 
past ten years. 


The Rev. C. H. Williams, pastor of the Brown 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, conducted the serv- 
ice, assisted by Dr. Simril Bryant, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church; Dr. Sam Burney Hay, 
president of Stillman College; Dr. Albert C. Winn, 
professor of Bible; and the Rev. H. Davis Yeuell, 
college chaplain. As requested by Miss Williamson, 
the college choir sang Handel’s “Hallelujah 
Chorus.” 


Miss Williamson was born in Mecklenburg 
County, North Carolina, July 21, 1898. She re- 
ceived her BA degree from Queens College in Char- 
lotte in 1922, the MRE degree from Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond in 1948, and the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Humanities from 
Queens in 1956. She studied at several lead- 
ing theological seminaries. 


Her life was spent largely in the service of the 
Presbyterian Church. For five years she was a 
home missionary in the mountains of North Caro- 
lina. Then for six years she did Christian educa- 
tion work in Texas. She served as director of re- 
ligious education in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Kingsport, Tenn., and in the Peace Memorial 
Church at Clearwater, Fla. She taught Bible in 
the public schools in Bartow, Fla. She was director 
of field work at the Assembly’s Training School 
in Richmond. 


Dr. Williamson has published numerous articles 
in the religious education field, some poems and 
a few hymns. She is the author of two books: 
“Jesus Christ, Hero of History” and ‘‘Now.”’ 


In 1948, she came to Stillman College as director 
of Christian activities on the campus and teacher 
of Bible. The forthcoming college annual is to be 
dedicated to her, in appreciation for her warm 
personal work with successive generations of Still- 
man students. 


She was a member of the First Presbyterian 
Church, the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, the National Assn. of Biblical instructors 
and several learned societies. 


Surviving are a brother, the Rev. D. Lee William- 
son, a missionary to Brazil; two sisters, Mrs. 
George Leeper of Parkton, N. C., and Mrs. D. A. 
Huffines of Cameron, N. C. 


Friends wishing to honor her memory are in- 
vited to contribute to a memorial fund at Stillman, 


THE CHRISTIAN FarrH ACCORDING 
To THE SHORTER CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25¢c per copy. 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 


postpaid. 
Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
) Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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which will be used to build and furnish a small 
chapel and prayer room on the campus. 


Following the Service at Stillman the body was 
sent to North Carolina where another service was 
held at the Steele Creek Presbyterian Church near 
—" Burial was in the Steele Creek Cem- 
etery. 


Wilmington Presbytery —- 
Synod of North Carolina 


On November 22nd 1958, the congregation of 
the Delgado Presbyterian Church of Wilmington, 
N. C. broke ground for their new educational 
building. This will be the first unit in the build- 
ing program. The Sanctuary is planned for a 
later date. The new building will be of cinder 
block and brick veneer construction with nine 
ample size Sunday School rooms, rest rooms, and 
a large fellowship hall and dining room which will 
be used for worship services until the sanctuary 
is built. The kitchen will be equipped with all 
modern appliances. The building will be air con- 
ditioned throughout and will cost $41,000. fully 
equipped. On Feb. 1st 1957 this church called a 
full time pastor for the first time since its organiza- 
tion in 1916, it began previous to that, as an out- 
post Sunday School, organized and conducted by 
members of the First Presbyterian Church of Wil- 
mington. On January first 1958 the congregation 
became self supporting. The Rev. Charles H. Mc- 
Lean is the minister. 


‘FUNDAMENTALISM’ AND THE WORD OF 
GOD. J. I. Packer, D. Phil. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 1958. Paperback. 191 pp. $1.25. 


Dr. Packer, lecturer at Tyndale Hall, Bristol, 
England, is the author of this new volume in Eerd- 
mans Pocket Editions. A member of the Church 
of England, his book in Great Britain is published 
by the Inter-Varsity Fellowship. He is also the 
writer of the section on Revelation and Inspiration 
in the second edition of the New Bible Commen- 
tary. The subtitle of the present book is: “Some 
Evangelical Principles.’’ He indicates that he would 
prefer that the label “fundamentalist” be replaced 
by. that of “evangelical.”’ 


Although the book defends the old, historical 
Protestant view of the holy Scripture, it is in- 
terestingly quite up to date. It discusses the issues 
in the context of the resurgence of so-called funda- 
mentalism and of the most recent charges brought 
against the evangelical position with respect to the 
Bible (for example, by Gabriel Herbert in his 
Fundamentalism and the Church of God, 1957). 
Chapters deal with Fundamentalism, Authority, 
Scripture, Faith, Reason, and Liberalism. Before 
reading this book, this reviewer was of the opinion 
that there were only three classic works that 
deal adequately with the orthodox Reformed doc- 
trine of the Scripture as the Word of God written. 
These are Warfield’s Revelation and Inspiration 
(re-published as Inspiration and Authority), The 
Infallible Word, a symposium by the faculty of 
Westminster Theological Seminary, and E. J. 
Young’s Thy Word Is Truth. To these volumes 
must be added Dr. Packer’s present book. It is 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


é 

“ae 

% 
4 

| 

wwe BOOK &§ 

is 


sound enough, comprehensive enough, current 
enough, and helpful enough to be studied by every 
student, pastor, and teacher. 


Dr. Packer states clearly the view of Scripture 
that we Presbyterians affirm in our Westminster 
Confession. He defends the holders of this 
evangelical doctrine from charges of obscurantism 
and sectarianism. ‘‘The evangelical certainty of 
the trustworthiness and authority of Scripture 
is of exactly the same sort, and rests on exactly 
the same basis, as the Church’s certainty of the 
Trinity, or the incarnation, or any other catholic 
doctrine (p. 122), Packers concludes: The 
critics of Evangelicalism are anxious to give the 
impression that serious doctrinal issues are not 
involved at all; but-we have shown that this is 
the very reverse of the truth. We have seen what 
the real issues are: the authority of Christ and 


-of Scripture; the relation between the Bible and 


reason; the method of theology, and-the meaning 
of repentance; the choice between Evangelicalism 
and Subjectivism” (p. 176). 


A very able thinker and writer, Dr. Packer be- 
lieves that the real question in the debate between 
those who maintain the historic and catholic doc- 
trine of Scripture and those who oppose it con- 
eerns the principle of authority. The matter is 
extremely serious. It is not over Biblical in- 
terpretation such as divides the Baptists and the 
Presbyterians. It is between those who set up 
their own fallible, critical judgment as the ulti- 
mate test of truth. “According to subjectivism, 
therefore, the proper ground for believing a thing 
is not that the Bible or tradition contains it, but 
that reason and conscience commend it; from 
which it seems to follow that faith is essentially 
a matter of being loyal to such religious convictions 
as one has” (pp. 50, 51). That Packer differs with 
this, and feels deeply about it, is evident from 
this comment: “Modern man, sceptical and in- 
different as he is to dogmatic pronouncements 
about the supernatural order, may find it hard 
to take seriously. the idea that one’s eternal wel- 
fare may depend on what one believes; but the 
apostles were sure that it was so. Theoiogical 
error was to them a firm reality, as was the 
shipwreck which comes in its wake” 
p. 43}. 

In the ceurse of his book, Packer not oniy sets 
forth the ~vsne’'ca! doctrine, he clears away all 
those misunierstandings about our position that 
our critics create in order to make it appear that 
we hold the theory of mechanical dictation or that 
we are prevented from thorough exegesis by cramp- 
ing presuppositions. After careful treatment, he 
dismisses as foolish the charge that the Bible 
eontains errors merely because there are textual 
variations. We note this especially because muy, 
trying to cloud the issue, hold that textual var- 
lations prevent us from accepting the Westminster 
Confession’s statement concerning the “infallible 
truth,” “infallible rule,” and “divine perfection” 
of the Bible. 3 


Packer makes it clear that the central evangelical 
contention about the Bible is that it “has com- 
plete authority over the Church as a self-contained, 
self-interpreting revelation from God” (p. 73). 
Believing that “there are no words of God spoken 
to us at all today except the words of Scripture” 
(p. 119), he asserts that the evangelical position 
is more likely to edify the Church than any 
“modern version of the thesis that the written 
Word of God is true although it is false” (p.100). 
_Since he is thoroughly acquainted with opposing 
views, Dr. Packer is able to see the real issue: 
“The real difference between Evanglicals and 
those who call them obscuranists lies in the realm 
of method ... They hold that what needs revision 
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made” (p. 170). 


is our doctrine of biblical authority; but it seems 
that what really needs revision is their method of 
biblical scholarship. Instead of subjecting their 
own judgment wholly to Scripture, they subject 
Scripture in part to their own judgment. They 
treat the question of the truth and authority of 
Scripture, which God has closed, as if it were still 
open; they assume the right and competence of 
the Christian student to decide for himself how 
much of the Bible’s teaching should be received 
as authoritative. They accept what they do accept, 
not simply because it is Scripture, but because it 


satisfies some further criteria of credibility which 


they have set up; so that even when they believe 
the right thing, in so far as they are consistent 
subjectivists they do so for the wrong reason. 
Their whole approach to the Bible is fundamentally 


-unbiblical” (p. 140). 


Reading Dr. Packer’s book, we cannot believe 
that scholarship has yet passed away among the 
evangelicals. He is able with facility to turn the 
arguments of the old Liberals and the Neo-orthodox 
back upon themselves. We feel that if they read 
this book with a maximum of humility and a min- 
imum of prejudgment, they will come to see that 
the evangelical position is not the result of ignor- 
ance or party-spirit. The choice is actually be- 
tween two forms of Christianity: “between a 
Christianity that is consistent with itself and one 
that is not; in effect, between one that is wholly 
God-given and one that partly man- 


—Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 


WHO WROTE ISAIAH? Edward J. Young. 
Eerdman’s. $1.50. 

It does not require much time for the reader 
of this volume to realize that here is a work of 
great significance. Dr. Young is a master in this 
field. He knows how to write lucidly and con- 
vincingly. 

The question has been asked, ‘‘What difference 
does it make who wrote the book of Isaiah? We 
have the prophecy and we may benefit irrespective 
of its author.” In answer to this point of view, 
Dr. Young reminds us that the problem is far more 
serious than might appear at first glance. In 
reality the question which faces us is that of the 
trustworthiness of the Bible, for tne Bib'e claims 
that Isaiah was the author of the prophecy. There 
are many implications involved in this question 
and Dr. Young develops them in a logical manner. 
Isaiah 1.1 asserts Isaianic authorship. But what 
is even stronger, says Dr. Young, is the witness of 
the New Testament. The New Testament quotes 
more from Isaiah than from all the. other Old 
Testameit prophe ies combined and it always 
ttribe cs the prophecy to Isaiah. Dr. Young ex- 
amines this witness and to the honest and believing 
mind it inust be convincing. 

Here i: a fine opportunity for a Christian lay- 
man to give something worthwhile to his minister 
or to young men in the theological seminary. It 
will be money well invested. So much has been 
‘vritten on this subject that many minds are con- 
fused. This book is certainly designed to dispel 
confusion and lead the reader to accept the his- 
torical viewpoint concerning the authorship of 
Israel’s most evangelical prophet. 


AN EXPERIMENTAL LITURGY. J. G. Davies 
ree F. Cope and D. A. Tyler. John Knox Press. 

The purpose of this book is to increase our 
understanding of Christian worship, both in theory 
and in practice, and through its influence to 
enrich our Christian traditions without cheapening 
them. The perspective here is more in line with 
the Anglican tradition than with the Reformed. 
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